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Alex Bell is a Vice President at Synchrony, where he works with the company’s largest and most complex 
partners, that includes but is not limited to PayPal, Amazon, Walmart, and Sam’s Club. Alex’s responsibility 
is to help these companies grow responsibly within a highly regulated financial ecosystem. Sitting at the 
intersection of innovation, governance, and client strategy, Alex enables non-bank partners to activate new 
ideas, acquire customers, and scale their programs, while ensuring alignment with regulatory expectations 
and long-term enterprise risk management. His work allows partners to move faster and smarter without 
compromising trust, integrity, or compliance. 
 

Alex brings a relationship-driven leadership style rooted in deep listening, perspective-shifting, and practical 
problem framing. He is known for helping leaders see beyond their current constraints, translating ambiguity 
into clarity, and unlocking forward momentum, especially in moments where growth and risk must be 
carefully balanced. 
 

Raised by a single mother in the housing projects of Harlem, New York, Alex’s worldview was shaped by a 
community that historically turned constraint into creativity. Growing up in the shadow of the Harlem 
Renaissance, a movement that flourished during the Great Depression, instilled in him a lifelong belief that 
difficult moments often create the conditions for our most meaningful breakthroughs. 
 

Alex earned his MBA from the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University, where he was 
selected as the Graduate Commencement Speaker, sharing the stage with Alumni Commencement Speaker 
and philanthropist Jeffrey W. Ubben. He also studied internationally at Kellogg-HKUST in Hong Kong and 
Kellogg-WHU in Germany, further shaping his global perspective on leadership, culture, and impact. 
 

Before his corporate career, Alex was a four-year varsity football letter winner at Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges and was later inducted into the Hobart College Hall of Fame. In 2005, he signed with the New York 
Giants, becoming one of only four Division III athletes in the country to sign an NFL contract that year. 
 

Across every chapter of his life, from Harlem to the NFL to the executive ranks, Alex’s work has been guided 
by a core belief: when people are given the space to rethink their challenges, they often realize those 
challenges are not what they initially thought and can be far more promising than they imagined. This belief 
has inspired Alex to serve as a bridge builder for high-performing students attending high-poverty Title I 
schools, in his role as Board Chair for LegacyCreators, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) Social Entrepreneurship. 
 

Alex lives with his wife, Laura, and two daughters, Jasmine, and Charli, in Chicago, IL. 


